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In response to the Notice to File Corrected Application Papers mailed July 24, 2001, please 
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IN THE ABSTRACT 



Please replace the current Abstract with the following: 

Methods and apparatus provide a reply to a telephone caller in response to an abbreviated input 
I strm g- A message is received from a telephone caller during a telephone call, and supplemental 
information is derived which relates to at least one of the telephone caller and the telephone call. Using 
| the message from the caller in combination with the supplemental information, an appropriate reply to 

CO 

g the message is identified, which is then provided to the caller. The invention is applicable to various 
telecommunications infrastructures, including cellular telephony. The message may be provided by the 
o caller in response to a request forming part of a radio or television broadcast, in which case the message 



might relate to channel number or broadcast frequency, with the system storing a channel map to 
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~ to the caller would typically include at least a portion of the telephone number of the caller, or may 
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§ additionally relate to the date or the time of the telephone call. Depending upon the circumstances, the 
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c§ date/time of the call may form part of the message. The reply to the caller may occur during the 
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2 - telephone call, wherein the system might place an additional telephone call to identify the appropriate 
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| 50. A method of providing a reply to a telephone caller, comprising the steps of: 

8 

o 

I providing a printed message including one or more numeric or alphanumeric characters or 
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| symbols identifying the message; 
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g placing a telephone call including the characters or symbols; 
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g deriving supplemental information relating to the telephone caller or the telephone call; 
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* using the characters or symbols in conjunction with the supplemental information to formulate 
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I an appropriate reply; and 
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ij providing the reply to the caller. 
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o 51. The method of claim 50, wherein the telephone includes a keypad and the characters or 
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S symbols are entered using the keypad. 
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The method of claim 50, wherein the characters or symbols are spoken by the user of the 
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telephone. 

53. The method of claim 50, wherein the printed message is provided on a billboard. 

54. The method of claim 50, wherein the supplemental information includes the geographic 
location of the caller. 

55. The method of claim 54, wherein the geographic location is automatically acquired in 
response to a code entered by the caller. 

5 6 . The method of claim 54, wherein the message is printed on a billboard, and the billboard 
is sufficiently distant from other billboards to ensure unique identification. 

57. The method of claim 54, wherein the message is an advertisement. 



58. The method of claim 50, wherein the telephone is wirelessly connected to a telephone 



network. 



59. The method of claim 50, wherein the supplemental information includes the identity of 
the caller. 



The method of claim 50, wherein the supplemental information includes at least a 
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62. The method of claim 61, wherein the current time forms part of the communication. 



63. The method of claim 50, wherein the step of providing the reply to the caller occurs 



| during the telephone call 
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Q 64. The method of claim 50, wherein the caller is patched into the additional telephone call. 
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o 66. A system for providing a reply to a telephone caller in response to a telephone call 
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received over a telephone network, comprising: 

^ a printed message including one or more numeric or alphanumeric characters or symbols 
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°. identifying the message; 
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a database storing information relating to a plurality of replies correlated to the message; and 
a programmed computer including interfaces to the database and the telephone network, the 
programmed computer being operative to perform the following functions: 
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a) receive communication from the telephone caller, the communication including 
characters or symbols, 

§ b) formulate an appropriate reply from the information stored in the database based upon 
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o the message identified in the communication, 
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| c) derive supplemental information relating to at least one of the telephone caller and the 
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67. The system of claim 66, wherein the printed message is on a billboard. 

68. The system of claim 66, wherein the telephone includes a keypad and the characters or 
symbols are entered using the keypad. 



§ 69. The system of claim 66, further including a voice recognition capability enabling a user 
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70. The system of claim 66, further including a global positioning satellite receiver enabling 



co the geographic location of the caller to be included as part of the supplemental information. 
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* 71 . The system of claim 70, wherein the geographic location is automatically acquired in 
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72. The system of claim 66, wherein the message is printed on a billboard, and the billboard 
^ is sufficiently distant from other billboards to ensure unique identification. 
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g 73. The system of claim 66, wherein the message is an advertisement. 



x 
o 

< 
I 

(3 



DC 

CO 

o 
o 



LU 
D 
Z 

> the caller. 

< 

Q 

< 



74. The system of claim 66, wherein the telephone call is a cellular telephone call. 



75. The system of claim 66, wherein the supplemental information includes the identity of 
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of the telephone number of the caller. 
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77 . The system of claim 66, wherein the supplemental information includes the date or time 
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78. The system of claim 66, wherein the current time forms part of the communication. 



o 79 . The system of claim 66, wherein the reply to the caller is provided during the telephone 
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80. The system of claim 66, wherein the caller is patched into the additional telephone call. 
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I 82. A method of providing a telephone caller with additional information about a billboard 
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z advertisement, comprising the steps of: 
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o including one or more numeric or alphanumeric characters or symbols on the billboard 



^ identifying the advertisement; 
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using the characters or symbols in conjunction with the supplemental information to formulate 
an appropriate reply; and 



2 I 



a* providing the reply to the caller. 
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| 85 . The method of claim 82, wherein the supplemental information includes the geographic 



location of the caller. 
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86. The method of claim 82, wherein the geographic location is automatically acquired in 
response to a code entered by the caller. 

87. The method of claim 82, wherein the billboard is sufficiently distant from other 
billboards to ensure unique identification. 



88. The method of claim 82, wherein the telephone call is a cellular telephone call. 
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89. The method of claim 82, wherein the supplemental information includes the identity of 
the caller. 



£ 90. The method of claim 82, wherein the supplemental information includes at least a 



§ portion of the telephone number of the caller. 

b 

o 



O 
CO 

g 91. The method of claim 82, wherein the supplemental information includes the date or time 



Q 

z 
< 

LU 

z 

DC 
Dl 
CO 



of the communication. 
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a 92. The method of claim 9 1 , wherein the current time forms part of the communication. 
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93. The method of claim 82, wherein the step of providing the reply to the caller occurs 
during the telephone call. 
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REMARKS 

By this amendment, the size of Abstract has been reduced to comply with 37 CFR § 1 .72(b). 
Claims 1 -25 and 27-49 were canceled in the transmittal of the present continuation application. 



(d Accordingly, claim 26 was the sole pending claim. Applicant has added new claims 50-95 herein. 

X 

o 

2 Any questions should be directed to Applicant's below-signed representative. 



Attached is a version showing the changes made to the Abstract. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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37,424 
i, Krass, Groh, Sprinkle, 
Anderson & Citkowski, PC 
280 N. Old Woodward Ave., Ste 400 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
(734)913-9300 FAX (734) 913-6007 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



8 IN THE ABSTRACT 

Methods and apparatus provide a reply to a telephone caller in response to an abbreviated input 
J strin §- A message is received from a telephone caller during a telephone call, and supplemental 
| information is derived which relates to at least one of the telephone caller and the telephone call. Using 
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g the message from the caller in combination with the supplemental information, an appropriate reply to 

6 the message is identified, which is then provided to the caller. The invention is applicable to various 
z 

i telecommunications infrastructures, including cellular telephony. The message may be provided by the 
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| caller in response to a request forming part of a radio or television broadcast, in which case the message 
§ . 

0 might relate to channel number or broadcast frequency, with the system storing a channel map to 
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1 identify the station responsible for the broadcast, if so required. The supplemental information relating 

g to the caller would typically include at least a portion of the telephone number of the caller, or may 

g additionally relate to the date or the time of the telephone call. Depending upon the circumstances, the 
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| date/time of the call may form part of the message. The reply to the caller may occur during the 
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g telephone call, wherein the system might place an additional telephone call to identify the appropriate 
reply. [Such a call may be toll-free, in which case the user may be patched-in to receive the 
| information. Alternatively the reply may be in the form of a facsimile or electronic mail later directed 
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